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State Won’t Share 
Parochial Bus Cost 


The program of Archbishop Henry 
J. O’Brien of Hartford, Conn. to ob- 
tain public subsidies for parochial 
schools, has encountered a massive 
roadblock in the form of an Attorney 
General’s ruling announced August 
21 that no payments could be made 
from state funds to towns for paro- 
chial school transportation. 


One-Vote Victory 


In June, 1957, clerical pressure 
spearheaded by Archbishop O’Brien 
had driven a bus bill through the As- 
sembly. It passed by one vote. This 
bill provided for referendums in 
towns on the question of public funds 
for parochial school transportation. 

After waiting a year for public re- 
sentments to die down, the hierarchy 
made a trial run on the referendum in 
two carefully selected Connecticut 
towns: Brookfield and Newtown. 
Catholic clubs prepared long and care- 
fully by quietly checking the voter 
registrations of all Catholic people. 
The time for the referendum was 
shrewdly chosen—at the low point of 
the summer lull when all the Protes- 
tant and Jewish clergy were away on 
vacation—and on a Saturday when 
Orthodox Jews could not vote. 


First Returns 


After petitions had been duly pre- 
sented by Roman Catholic organ- 
izers, Brookfield voted on August 9 
and Newtown a week later. Brookfield 
voted the parochial bus transporta- 
tion 502 to 305. In Newtown, out of 
2461 votes cast, the parochial school 
group won by a scant 25 votes. 

The shouts of victory were soon 
muted to a feeble whisper. Under 
Connecticut law, half the cost of pu- 
pil transportation is paid for by the 
local school board and half by the 
state. The Attorney General, John J. 
Bracken handed down a prompt rul- 
ing that under the Connecticut Con- 
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McCormack Does It Again— 


Deserves Church Honors 


Rep. John McCormack (D. Mass.) 
whose close attention in Congress to 
the financial interests of his church 
shames the indifference of his less 
devout Protestant and Jewish col- 
leagues, has done it again. 

Another link in the long chain of 
government grants to his denomina- 
tion, the Roman Catholic Church, was 
personally hammered out by the 
Massachusetts legislator in the 85th 
Congress. By using all the prestige 
and power of his position as Majority 
Leader of the House, as well as his 
great personal charm, Rep. McCor- 
mack was able to put through H.R. 
10622 which provides a donation of 
half a million dollars from public 
funds for Georgetown Hospital in the 
District of Columbia. 

To be sure, this year’s Congres- 
sional largess for Mr. McCormack’s 
Church was not quite up to the stand- 
ards of other years. A breakdown of 
Federal grants to the Roman Cath- 
olic Church for which Rep. McCor- 
mack has been largely responsible is 
in the next column. 

A number of these bills were what 
is described in Congressional par- 
lance as “sneak-throughs.” That is, 
they were put through by a voice vote 
in the mad moments at the end of 
the session when little or no consid- 
eration is possible. 

H.R. 6586 which added $8 million 
for Catholic institutions in the Phil- 
ippines and $30,000 for Protestant 
institutions, was a “sneak-through.” 

Another example of the “sneak- 
through” was H.R. 10766 in the 84th 
Congress which awarded the Pope $1 
million for his summer palace alleged- 
ly damaged in World War II. The 
newest example is H.R. 10622 which 
provides the most recent donation to 
Georgetown. 

The total of these donations is im- 
pressive. It marks Rep. McCormack 
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“Sneak-Through” Gifts 


For building Catholic parishes 
in the Philippines, war claims 
and war damages, paid and in 


process of payment ..................... $30,000,000 
For the Pope’s summer palace ...._ 1,000,000 
Providence Hospital (D. C.) .... 4,000,000 
Georgetown Hospital (D. C.) ..... 1,090,000 
Georgetown Hospital (2nd bill) 500,000 
WH Scat csi couse $30,590,000 


This breakdown, which includes only bills 
passed since 1946, contains, under the first 
item, certain minor benefits for Protestant 
churches in the Philippines. 





as a Congressman who not only serves 
his church on Sunday but during the 
days of each Congressional session 
as well. Such largess for his church 
far exceeds the few million which such 
a philanthropist as former Ambassa- 
dor Joseph P. Kennedy is known to 
have donated to the Boston archdio- 
cese. Yet the comparison is hardly 
fair because Rep. McCormack enjoys 


(Continued on page 3) 





¢ Editorials ¢ 


Babies, Votes, 
Subsidies 


There is a complementary precision 
about (Roman) Catholic Action 
which may well excite admiration. 
Certain phases of the Catholic pro- 
gram may appear incomprehensible 
when viewed in isolation, but, viewed 
in totality of design, they reveal pur- 
pose and direction. 

Take, as an example, the insistence 
of the hierarchy on unlimited births 
among its constituency. (When the 
double talk is eliminated, that is what 
it amounts to). As a religious precept 
and as a social strategy, this makes 
little sense. The tortured Biblical ex- 
egesis by which Catholic theologians 
seek to defend this dogma, strains 
credulity to the snapping point. When 
the Pope solemnly declares that “God 
will take care of all He gives life to,” 
and offers this as his argument for an 
uncontrolled birth rate, one can be 
either amazed or appalled but not 
much else. 

The Purpose 

On the face of it, we say, this 
makes no sense. Why should these 
leaders ardently desire the “Chinafi- 
cation” of the United States—that is, 
its suffocation with human beings? 

Change the perspective. Look at it 
from the standpoint of cultural dom- 
ination. Then, and only then, “births 
unlimited” becomes an_ intelligible 
policy. 

Despite much talk of converts, the 
Roman Catholic Church does not 
make enough of them to replace a 
fraction of its own defections. It re- 
cords its gains solely through births 
and immigration. Despite the loop- 
holes being constantly shot in the 
law, immigration is still basically 
limited. That leaves births as the one 
sure source of increase. Births, births, 
births—this is the only way to cul- 
tural domination, official recognition 
and public subsidy. 


Veiled Ambition 


Once in a while—though very rare- 
ly—the ugly slip of ambition does 
peek out from under the bejeweled 
robe of ecclesiastical piety. When 
Archbishop Henry J. O’Brien of 
Hartford, Connecticut, was pressur- 
ing a bus bill through the General As- 
sembly of that state last year, he re- 
minded its members that “more than 
62% of the children born in Connec- 
ticut in 1956 are Catholic.” Here was 
political pressure being applied with 
the weight of numbers to intimidate 
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legislators into voting a church sub- 
sidy. 

Well, there it is—babies, votes, 
subsidies, and eventually — revolu- 
tion! 

+ 


Watch That 
Constitution 


Several states now have commis- 
sions, official or semi-official, appoint- 
ed for the purpose of suggesting 
revisions to the state’s constitution. 
Michigan, New York, Florida and 
Pennsylvania are known to have such 
commissions at the present time. It 
is argued with substance that parts 
of these documents have become ar- 
chaic in language and outmoded by 
circumstance. They need to be 
“brought up to date.” 

It will behoove friends of religious 
liberty to keep a watchful eye on 
these proceedings. The fact is that 
the strict separation of church and 
state now spelled out in many state 
constitutions, could not be approved 
and embodied therein at the present 
time. Roman Catholic apologists 
would raise a hue and cry that “sec- 
ularism” and “atheism” were being 
written into our constitution. Protes- 
tants who were ignorant of the mean- 
ing of separation, would join the 
chorus and out those provisions would 
go. 

If we did not have our First 
Amendment to the Federal Constitu- 
tion, it could not now be passed. 

Watch these commissions! N ote 
very carefully the changes they pro- 
pose. Let there be no tampering with 
the sacred principle of church-state 
separation. What we have hardly won 
let us diligently keep. 


+ 


The 85th Congress 


A modest victory for Catholic Ac- 
tion was recorded in the triumph of 
the excise tax exemption for private 
educational organizations. The bene- 
fit which will accrue to parochial 
schools is estimated at more than one 
and a half million dollars, since the 
exemption will apply to taxes on tele- 
phone calls, travel tickets, trans- 
portation of property and gasoline, 
and other purchases. 

In testimony before committees of 
both the House and the Senate, 
POAU protested the exemption as 
“indirect aid to missions of a church.” 
The House passed the exemption but 
the Senate Finance Committee re- 





jected it. A determined bid to restore 
it to the bill was made by Wayne 
Morse (D. Oregon) on the floor of 
the Senate. The senator said: “I am 
one senator who will not hesitate at 
any time to do what he thinks is 
needed justice in the field of educa- 
tion . . . because of some prejudicial 
feeling or emotional attitude or down- 
right bias or bigotry which may exist 
on the part of some groups. .. .” This 
kind of thinking prevailed and the 
exemption passed. The President 
signed it and it is now law. 

One item on the credit side was the 
firmness within the House District of 
Columbia Committee in saying “No” 
to a proposal which had passed the 
Senate. This would have provided a 
subsidy to cover bus tickets for Dis- 
trict children attending “public, pa- 
rochial or like schools.” This formal- 
izing of a subsidy arrangement with 
parochial schools was defeated, but 
it came close and it will be back 
again. 

There was about the usual amount 
of pork barrel benefits for churches. 
The Roman Catholic Church picked 
up a half million through the passage 
of S. 3259 (H.R. 10622) which 
awarded this sum to Georgetown Hos- 
pital. The bill was introduced by 
House Majority Leader John Mc- 
Cormack who kept the wires hot, day 
in and day out, and used all his pres- 
tige as Majority Leader to drive the 
bill through. 

As usual, a consolation prize was 
awarded the Protestants. A “slum 
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NEWS From Jar and Near 


@ The death during the summer of Anson Phelps Stokes, Episcopalian 
clergyman and educator, has taken from the scene one of America’s most 
noted church-state scholars. He was author of the monumental Church and 
State in the United States, a basic work in the field. 

@ The Baptist pastor of Santangelo, Italy has been ordered by 
the town’s mayor to tear down the Baptist Church, partly completed, 
or he will send police to do the job. The congregation which had been 
worshiping in a garage, charged the mayor, Signor Baldassar, with 
religious discrimination. 

@ A suggested change in the Italian Penal Code now pending in Parlia- 
ment, would make it a crime to interfere with the free practice of a religious 
faith. Such a law would give force to Article 19 of the Italian Constitution 
which declares that one shall be free to practice his faith without interference. 

@ A decree banning the manufacture and sale of birth control 
devices has been issued in Peru. The Health Minister, Francisco 
Sanchez Moreno, declared that such devices were a cause of cancer, 
and that the decree had nothing to do with opposition of the Roman 
Catholic Church to such devices. 

@ Protestant parochial schools for Korea were disapproved by Dr. Frank 
T. Wilson, prominent American Protestant educator. He said withdrawal of 
Protestant children from the public schools would be “tragic.” “Parochial 
schools are a bad bargain for Christians interested in maintaining a democratic 
society.” 

@ James W. Vaughn of Jackson, Mississippi, a white evangelist 
who announced that he was “called by the Lord” to preach to a local 
Negro church, has been charged with conspiracy to violate the 
state’s segregation laws. 

@ Strong opposition to the appointment of a Canadian envoy to the 
Vatican has been expressed by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church meeting in June in Toronto, and by the Ontario District of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

@ Belgium’s new Education Minister, Maurice Van Hemerijck, 
is seeking a settlement of the troublesome question concerning the 
size of -the subsidy for Roman Catholic schools. Clerical leaders 
have urged the Minister to rectify “a grave injustice” of the former 
Socialist government which had decreased the subsidy as an econ- 
omy measure. 


McCormack 
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85th Congress 


(Continued from page 2) 


the enormous advantage of having 
your tax dollars to draw on. 

The preéminence of Rep. McCor- 
mack in securing public benefits for 
the Roman Catholic Church has been 
recognized by that church’s head, 
Pope Pius XII. He invested Mr. Mc- 
Cormack in April 1957 with the rank 
of Knight Commander of the Order 
of St. Gregory the Great, with Star. 

Since the award was for “civil and 
military” service to the Vatican, and 
since the award had been made by a 
foreign potentate, Federal law re- 
quired a special act of Congress to 
permit Congressman McCormack to 
wear his medal. 

The Congressman’s colleagues in 
both Houses did not hesitate a mo- 
ment. They passed the bill unani- 
mously, for none knew better than 
they how richly John deserved the 
honor. 
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clearance” bill involving a reported 
expenditure of about $237,000 was 
passed on behalf of Gloria Dei (Pro- 
testant Episcopal) Church in Phil- 
adelphia. Located some blocks from 
the Independence National Park in 
that city, this church is one of a num- 
ber seeking to get the government to 
purchase land around their buildings 
in order to give them a favorable 
setting. The churches are designated 
“national shrines” but continue to 
function as before. 

The modest request of Gloria Dei 
was granted by the 85th Congress in 
order, it is predicted, for St. Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Church to become a 
beneficiary in the 86th Congress. St. 
Joseph’s has a bill in the hopper ask- 
ing for a million and a half. 

The Foreign Aid program was ex- 
tended to the tune of $3,298,092,500 
without substantial change in the fa- 


miliar categories. Aid to Franco Spain 
will continue probably just enough to 
keep his tottering regime in power. 
“Subsidies to bigotry,” this aid has 
been called in reference to the severe 
proscription on Protestant and Jewish 
liberties in the country. The vast sub- 
sidies to the government of Italy will 
also continue as will the modest aid 
to Colombia. Both countries, but es- 
pecially Colombia, have been severely 
criticized for their curtailments of re- 
ligious liberty and persecution of 
Protestants. 

The Hill-Burton Act under which 
grants have been made to sectarian 
hospitals, was extended for three 
years. A major amendment, H.R. 
12694, provided that churches which 
had scruples against acceptance of 
government grants for their hospitals 
might, instead, receive “soft” long- 
term loans. 

No Tuition Deduction 

Bills providing exemption for in- 
come tax purposes of amounts paid 
for tuition in parochial schools, made 
no progress in the 85th Congress. 
Neither did the so-called “Christian 
Amendment” which would have for- 
mally designated the United States as 
a Christian nation; nor Representa- 
tive Dorn’s bill to repeal the tax on 
transportation of clergymen. 

An interesting bill which passed 
the House but was lost in Senate red 
tape would have facilitated examina- 
tion in District of Columbia courts 
of any minister of religion in con- 
nection with communications made 
by or to him in his professional ca- 
pacity. There are similar laws in 30 
states. The exemption from obligation 
to testify in court to such confidential 
matters is comparable to the exemp- 
tion provided by law for attorneys in 
regard to their client’s disclosures. 


+ 





For All Pastors 


To Aid with Reformation Sunday Pro- 
grams— 
“America’s Need—a New Protestant 
Awakening” by a former Jesuit Trainee 
“The Free Pulpit” 
“The Ramparts We Watch” by Glenn 
L. Archer 
“The Rising Tempo of Rome’s De- 
mands” 
“Summons to Americans” 
“Separation and Religion” by C. Stan- 
ley Lowell 
“Liberty of Soul” by }. Howard Williams 
Truth Series 10 and 11— 
“Subsidized Religion” and “The Big 
Question” 

Complete for 25c. Order Pastor’s 
Packet from POAU, 1633 Massachu- 
setts Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 

















The Law 
in Action 











As a result of a controversy over 
religious objects in the rooms, and 
use by the children of separate cor- 
ridors in the building, the Board of 
Education of Pequannock, N. J. re- 
jected an opportunity to use four 
classrooms in a Roman Catholic pa- 
rochial school. 


x* * * 


The Native American Church has 
filed suit in Federal District Court of 
Albuquerque, N. M., to enjoin the 
Navajo Tribal Council from enforc- 
ing its ban on the use of peyote in 
connection with religious services. 


* * * 


Christ Episcopal Church, Char- 
lottesville, Va., has announced that 
its facilities will be available for pri- 
vate school use if public schools are 
closed in the integration controversy. 
The Virginia Methodist Conference 
and the Presbyterian Assembly have 
voted to refuse such use of their fa- 
cilities. 

* x * 


New Jersey has a newly passed law 
providing that non-profit institutions 
administered by religious groups may 
not be sued for damages in negligence 
cases. 


* * * 


Congress has approved, and the 
President has signed into law, a bill 
requiring humane slaughter methods 
for meat purchased by agencies of the 
U. S. government. Jewish slaughter 
methods, closely involved with their 
religious practices, were specifically 
exempted from government control. 


* * * 


As a result of a referendum, paro- 
chial schools in Madison, N. J., will 
no longer house the public library of 
that city. Voters stipulated that a 
public board of trustees should ad- 
minister the library. 


* * * 


Connecticut’s Supreme Court has 
upheld the rejection of the “ouija- 
board will” of Mrs. Helen Dow Peck. 
She had left her money to a John 
Gale Forbes who “resolved out of 
space” while she was operating a 
ouija board. 


(Continued on page 8) 


New York Protestants Aroused 
By Hospital Dictatorship 


Superintendent of New York City’s public hospitals, Dr. Morris A. Jacobs, 
while refusing to lift a ban on birth control therapy imposed on Protestant and 
Jewish doctors and patients by Roman Catholic clerics, finally consented to 
discuss the matter with irate Protestant leaders. A meeting between Dr. Ja- 
cobs and Rev. Dan M. Potter, executive director of the Protestant Council 


of New York, took place on August 8. 


The conference represented a real 
concession since Dr. Jacobs had pre- 
viously taken the stand that he would 
not discuss the issue with anybody for 
it was a personal matter between him- 
self and Mayor Wagner. Dr. Jacobs 
further agreed that he would present 
the Protestant position to the next 
meeting of the Board of Hospitals in 
mid-September. 


Dogma Supreme Over Life 


The controversy flared when Dr. 
Jacobs ordered a physician at Kings 
County Hospital not to fit a Protes- 
tant woman with a contraceptive de- 
vice despite the physician’s diagnosis 
that another pregnancy would proba- 
bly cause the woman’s death. (Roman 
Catholics are taught that use of such 
a device is a violation of “natural 
law”’—that is, the law of the Roman 
Catholic denomination). 

When physicians protested, Dr. Ja- 
cobs blandly insisted that there was 
nothing inconsistent between this or- 
der and a previous statement of his 
that “there shall be no interference 
in proper and accepted therapeutic 
practices.” Mr. Potter replied blunt- 
ly: “The Commissioner’s ruling is an 
act neither of hospital administration 
nor of medical practice. It is exclu- 
sively an act of religion... . / A tax 
supported hospital may not be op- 
erated as if it were a sectarian in- 
stitution.” 


Jews Join Protest 

Equally pointed were the protests 
of Jewish groups, including Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reformed. As the 
wave of wrath mounted, the Interde- 
nominational Ministers’ Alliance of 
Brooklyn, the East Harlem Protes- 
tant Parish, the United Lutheran 
Church in America, The Augustana 
Lutheran Church, the Presbytery of 
New York, and the New York City 
Congregational Church Association, 
all condemned Dr. Jacobs’ position. 

At the request of the American 
Jewish Congress and the New York 
Civil Liberties Union, representatives 
of 15 religious, civic and professional 
groups met to organize opposition to 
the Jacobs policy for New York pub- 
lic hospitals. Leo Pfeffer of the Amer- 





ican Jewish Congress was named 
chairman. 

Only one religious denomination 
supported Dr. Jacobs. This was the 
Roman Catholic. The Chancery Office 
of Cardinal Spellman declared that 
Dr. Jacobs’ position was entirely cor- 
rect since any attempt to hinder the 
natural consequences of the conjugal 
act was “immoral.” Dr. Potter’s state- 
ment for the Protestant Council re- 
plied: “According to the Protestant 
view, the use of contraceptives prac- 
ticed in Christian conscience in plan- 
ning parenthood fulfills rather than 
violates the will of God, and therefore 
is moral.” 


Civil Rights Issue 


Looming large in the dispute was 
the issue concerning the civil right of 
Protestant and Jewish patients to re- 
ceive medically approved advice and 
treatment in public hospitals. It was 
supposed that some might be loath 
to accept premature death out of def- 
erence to Roman Catholic canon law. 
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Bishop’s Stand 
Applied to Bus Issue 


[Quoted from the Portland, Maine, 
Press Herald| 

To the Editor: 

The action of the Brunswick School 
Committee in calling off the bacca- 
laureate service scheduled for this 
coming June leads me to make a 
comment. 

If Bishop Feeney insists upon 
strict separation of church and state 
in baccalaureate services and all sim- 
ilar occasions of mingling between 
Protestants and Catholics, he must 
also be prepared to accept strict sep- 
aration of church and state in the 
support of the schools. This means 
that not one tax dollar should be al- 
lotted for any bus transportation or 
any use whatever other than a strictly 
state or government function. 

It seems to me extremely difficult 
for the Bishop to have it both ways. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Fund for Republic Report 'utflation Hits 
“Softens” Separation 


Recommended reading for all in- 
terested in the American principle of 
separation of church and state is the 
report, Religion and the Free Society, 
published by the Fund for the Re- 
public. It can be obtained for 25c 
from the Fund’s office at 60 East 42 
St., New York. 

This short evaluation must note 
that the pamphlet in question is soft 
on the whole general question of sub- 
sidies to sectarian education. It does 
not, however, claim to find the way 
fully open for general subsidies of this 
character. 

The authors do not lay heavy 
stress, as Catholic apologists have, 
upon the difference between “aid to 
the pupil” and “aid to the school.” 
They acknowledge that this is only 
a shibboleth of sectarian votaries by 
pointing to the obvious fact that this 
is “a distinction without a difference. 
The chief purpose of any good school 
is to benefit the students... .” 

Favors Aid 

Religion and the Free Society 
comes perilously close to endorsing 
the church subsidy through its ap- 
parent friendliness to the concept of 
“non-preferential aid.” (This means 
public support not for one church on- 
ly, but for all duly qualified churches. 





Marines of the 5th Infantry Reserve Battalion march in a Rosary Color Guard, Detroit, 


Michigan, July 25, 1958. 
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Nonpreferential aid for sectarian 
schools is exactly what the Roman 
Catholic Bishops called for in their 
November, 1948 statement). 

The authors observe that Justice 
Jackson’s opinion for the majority in 
the Zorach case “might serve to sup- 
port a future holding that nonprefer- 
ential aid to religious education is 
valid.” The authors aver that no case 
clearly involving nonpreferential aid 
has been before the high court and 
that, therefore, this question must be 
regarded as unresolved. 


Weakens Wall 


Such an approach is most certainly 
a softening of the wall preparatory to 
breaching. Yet the authors do not go 
all out on this limb for they also point 
to the possibility that “the strong 
statements for complete separation 
(in Everson and McCollum cases) 
will prevail.” 

In any event, this is all very dis- 
appointing to those whose reading of 
the Everson and McCollum decisions 
—and Zorach, too—have convinced 
them that the Supreme Court has set- 
tled the question of a plural estab- 
lishment of churches just as decisively 
as the question of a single establish- 
ment. 


DETROIT NEWS PHOTO 


Dollar ‘‘Giveaways’’ 


The pressure of inflation—or pub- 
lic opinion—forced a price increase 
in the latest giveaway of a public 
school in Rhode Island. But an official 
admitted that, even at the higher 
price, the property was underpriced. 

West Warwick’s New London Ave- 
nue School was recently sold to Christ 
the King Parish for $3,000. “The 
school is worth more,” conceded 
Francis J. Fazzano, town council pres- 
ident, “but its use by the church will 
save the town money.” 

Usually such property is “sold” to 
the Roman Catholic Church for only 
one dollar. In fact, earlier this year, 
the town’s financial meeting voted to 
sell unused public school buildings to 
the local parishes for that sum. 

Probable reason for the higher price 
tagged on this giveaway was the pub- 
licity given by a Providence newspa- 
per to the recommendation of a New 
York consulting firm that the school 
continue in public use. 

Otherwise the school would have 
gone the way the Cowesett Avenue 
School and the Main Street School 
are scheduled to go—at the going rate 
for giveaways in Rhode Island—one 
dollar. 

So eager are the town fathers to 
please the church fathers that they 
emptied one school (Providence 
Street) before the parish priest really 
wanted it. Now, until Sacred Heart 
Parish has need for all the building, 
the town will rent it to them, a room 
at a time, for an unspecified fee. 

This led an observer to remark, 
“But why rent when you can buy so 
cheap?” 


+ 


Marine Guard 
For Rosary Parade 
— 


These U. S. Marines (see cut) appear to 
be marching in commemoration of Iwo Jima 
or Guadalcanal, but they aren’t. They are the 
Rosary Color Guard from the 5th Infantry Re- 
serve Battalion leading a religious procession 
of the Roman Catholic Church at Belle Isle, 
Detroit, July 25. Explanation of the Adjutant 
General of Michigan as transmitted by Col. 
James E. Barber was that the Marines “were 
not in formation, and were not in any paid 
drill status. They wore their uniforms only to 
add color.” 
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Federal Aid Bill 
Finally Becomes Law 


The $887 million aid-to-education 
bill finally passed during the closing 
sessions of the 85th Congress, and has 
been signed into law. Church-state 
features of the new law deserve care- 
ful attention. 

The scholarships were eliminated—- 
scholarships that would have been us- 
able in sectarian as well as in public 
institutions of higher education. All 
grants contemplated in the law are 
contingent on matching funds from 
the states. There will be $295 million 
available for student loans in private 
and sectarian, as well as in pu_.:c, 
universities. Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson 
of the Baptist Joint Committee has 
asked whether administration of this 
program would not involve a sectar- 
ian institution in a contractural rela- 
tionship with the government. 


Good Feature 


One good feature of the loan pro- 
gram is that the loan can be cancelled 
up to 50% if the recipient teaches at 
least five years in a public school. 

$300 million in grants for equip- 
ment to improve teaching in science 
and mathematics is available for pub- 
lic schools only. Parochial schools 
may, however, borrow money in 
“soft loans’ for this purpose. One 
can well imagine the pressure that 
will be exerted to have these loans 
“forgiven” as they fall due in the 
future. 

The point is worth emphasis that 
the new law contemplates no grants 
to sectarian elementary or high 
schools except in one category only. 
One provision of the law does make 
possible a counseling and guidance 
program in parochial schools at pub- 
lic expense. If the state’s law is too 
strict for matching grants for such a 
program, the law provides that the 
Commissioner may step in and put 
the program on anyway, with the 
Federal share of the money being 
granted directly to the institution in- 
volved. There was a similar overrid- 
ing of state laws in the school lunch 
program which serves as precedent 
for the present provision. 


Fellowships Given 


Provided, too, were 5500 fellow- 
ships, up to $2400 each, available 
over four years and usable in either 
public or private colleges. There is 
also provision for payment to insti- 
tutions to strengthen their science 
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Nun Teacher Training in New York 
Now Financed From Public Funds 


“Thou has it now: king, Cawdor, 
Glamis, all... .” 

The battle to obtain public funds 
for Roman Catholic schools in New 
York state seemed to have entered its 
penultimate round with the announce- 
ment that training programs for nun 
teachers of that denomination were 
being financed by the state. The story 
was broken in the Rochester Times- 
Union Aug. 20. 

James E. Allen, Jr., the state’s Ed- 
ucation Commissioner, blandly ex- 
plained that “the original intention” 
had been to limit refresher courses for 
New York’s teachcis to public school 
personnel. But when nuns asked to 
share the benefits he said he saw no 
reason why this should not be done. 


Law Not Explicit 


The law itself provides that the 
money was to “go for services and 
expenses for in-service education of 
teachers in science and mathematics.” 
Mr. Allen’s legal aides took the po- 
sition that since the law did not ex- 
plicitly exclude Roman Catholic nuns, 
it was all right to pay them the sub- 
sidy which covers tuition and living 
expenses. 

On the basis of complaints from 
the state, POAU was studying the 
program in question for a possible 
violation of New York law. 


Buffalo Citizens Object 
Meanwhile, in Buffalo, another sub- 
sidy gambit was attempted by Msgr. 
Franklin M. Kelliher. The Roman 
Catholic priest sought to persuade the 
Erie County Board of Supervisors 
to supply, at public expense, an in- 
structor for the gymnasium of the 

Catholic Working Boys’ Home. 





teaching. This payment would be up 
to $2500 to the institution for each 
fellowship grant. This provision is be- 
ing studied by POAU’s attorneys in 
cooperation with others, to see wheth- 
er it should be subjected to challenge 
in the courts. 

There is, further, provision for 
guidance and counseling institutes 
and for foreign-language centers at 
either public or private (sectarian) 
colleges, at public expense. The con- 
tractural basis for the arrangements 
would be similar to the research and 
military programs which are already 
being Federally financed under previ- 
ous legislation. 





The Buffalo Evening News, in a 
ringing editorial titled “A Precedent 
to Avoid” forthrightly condemned the 
proposal. The Buffalo Chapter of 
POAU was credited with having alert- 
ed citizens to the peril of public pay- 
ments for faculty members in sectar- 
ian institutions. 

In Lackawanna, representatives of 
five parochial school districts asked 
the city to provide salaries for recre- 
ational supervisors to work in these 
parishes. Taxpayers of Lackawanna 
registered a strong protest to any such 
violation of state law. 

The New York state constitution 
reads: 

Neither the state nor any subdi- 
vision thereof shall . . . authorize or 
permit to be used, directly or indirect- 
ly, in aid or maintenance, or other 
than for examination or inspection, 
of any school . . . wholly or in part 
under the control or direction of any 
religious denomination, or in which 
any denominational tenet or doctrine 
is taught. 


+ 


Father Halton Fired 
From Princeton Post 


Rev. Hugh J. Halton, noisy Do- 
minican priest, who, as director of the 
Aquinas Institute at Princeton Uni- 
versity, undertook to prescribe what 
the faculty should teach, has finally 
been fired by his long-suffering su- 
perior, Bishop George W. Abr of 
Trenton. The priest has been sent to 
England for further schooling follow- 
ing a long-continued pattern of at- 
tacks on faculty members which had 
kept the university in an uproar and 
had threatened to undermine its sup- 
port. 

Fr. Halton’s stubborn attempts to 
destroy academic freedom at Prince- 
ton eventually evoked the stinging de- 
nunciation of President Robert F. 
Goheen, whose wife and six children 
are Roman Catholics. 

Denial of university privileges to 
Fr. Halton by the long-suffering Dr. 
Goheen was the handwriting on the 
wall for the priest who had been as- 
signed to Princeton to do something 
about the 57% “lapses” among Cath- 
olic students on the campus. A guest 
who had long since outworn his wel- 
come, he had to leave. 
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Parents Quizzed on 
Parochial School Cosis 


A poll among parents of parochial 
high school students in Washington, 
D. C., was recently conducted by the 
Catholic University of America to 
“determine the weight of the financial 
burden presented by Catholic high 
school education.” 

Students in local Catholic high 
schools carried home questionnaires 
asking about the cost of tuition and 
supplies, the ability of the family to 
pay these costs and the number of 
children they had in parochial and 
non-parochial schools. 

Parents were asked if the mother 
took a job or the father additional 
work in order to pay for education in 
Catholic schools. 

If the survey is used as similar polls 
have been in the past, a new rash of 
stories will appear soon in the Cath- 
olic press, highlighting how much 
money parochial schools “save” the 
public and how “unjust” it is for 
Cathelics to foot their church school 
bill alone. 


+ 


Bus Cost 


(Continued from page 1) 


stitution no state funds could be used 
to pay for transportation to private 
schools. His decision has thrown the 
whole sectarian bus subsidy question 
into confusion. 


Problems Mount 


Half the subsidy to the parishes is 
immediately cut off by the attorney 
general’s ruling. A town that had vot- 
ed for such transportation might, the- 
oretically, be willing to foot the en- 
tire bill. Indeed, the ruling states: 
“It naturally follows that such cost 
is the sole responsibility of the town 
furnishing such transportation serv- 
ice.” But it is not quite that simple. 
The ruling carries an implication 
that if such an expenditure of funds 
by the state is illegal, a similar ex- 
penditure by a local school board 
might also be illegal. School board 
members who ignore the ruling and 
proceed to disburse funds for trans- 
portation to parochial schools might 
subsequently find themselves person- 
ally liable to a lawsuit for illegal ex- 
penditure of school funds. 

Roman Catholic ambitions in Con- 
necticut had undoubtedly suffered a 
serious blow. The immediate reper- 
cussion was the loss in state payments 
of $3,000 to Brookfield and $3,800 
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to Newtown. There will also be 
long-range consequences which 
church-state observers will note with 
interest, for Roman prelates have 
obviously selected Connecticut to 
show their political power. 


Seton Hall Sued 
To Recover Rental 


When the City Commission of Jer- 
sey City signed an agreement with 
Seton Hall concerning the lease of the 
city’s great medical center to that 
Roman Catholic institution on July 
17, they thought an embarrassing is- 
sue had been laid to rest. This was 
not the case: the Jersey City Associ- 
ation for Separation of Church and 
State promptly instituted a new suit 
in Superior Court. The suit asked the 
court to declare the settlement with 
Seton Hall unlawful and void. 

Nothing Paid 

Seton Hall actually owes the city 
$825,000 for the period of its occu- 
pancy, according to terms of the 
agreement signed by college officials. 
(The rental rate was to have been 
$275,000 per year). Nothing had 
been paid and there were persistent 
rumors that there was to be a com- 
plete give away of the facilities to 
Seton Hall. 

In the agreement finally ratified 
after a record eight-hour session of 
the council on July 17, the city agreed 
to accept $250,000 in lieu of the full 
amount. The association’s new suit 
maintains that acceptance by the City 
Commission of an amount only one- 
third of the amount actually owed 
constitutes a violation of trust owed 
by the Commission to the taxpayers. 
They ask that Seton Hall be ordered 
to pay the full amount of $825,000 
plus cost of the suit. 


+ 


Bishop’s Stand 


(Continued from page 4) 


Indeed he has unwittingly done the 
cause of public school education a 
great favor by bringing the issue of 
the separation of church and state 
squarely into the open. 

What Bishop Feeney wants is a 
closed Roman Catholic social and ed- 
ucational system based on the teach- 
ings of his church. This is his privi- 
lege. He should be willing to pay for 
it. 

Rev. J. Arthur Samuelson 
First Parish Church 
Brunswick, Maine 


Attempt to By-pass 
School Bus Veto 


Continued grants for transporta- 
tion to sectarian schools were sought 
in recent petitioning of the New York 
State Education Department by three 
Schenectady men. 

In two separate petitions the men 
asked the Education Commissioner to 
overrule the Burnt Hills-Ballston 
Lake Central School District decision 
not to use public funds to pay for pa- 
rochial school bus transportation. 

Overruled 


For the past several years, these 
communities regularly voted down 
parochial bus appropriations in legally 
constituted meetings. On every occa- 
sion local Catholics have appealed to 
the State Education Commissioner on 
a “hardship” basis and he has over- 
ruled the community’s decision. 

This time the story may be differ- 
ent, for when the local board re- 
affirmed its position, it voted itself 
funds with which to appeal the mat- 
ter to the state courts, should the 
Commissioner decide against them. 

The reply of the Burnt Hills board 
raised the interesting legal point that 
compelling citizens to contribute to 
an item in sectarian school expense 
violates their civil rights. It was 
pointed out that the Federal Consti- 
tution forbids a state to enforce any 
law “which shall abridge the privi- 
leges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States.” 

The Burnt Hills School District is 
one of the problem areas in which 
POAU has given counsel this year. 


+ 





Fresh From the Press 


All yours for a quarter— 


Truth Series No. 12—“A Strategy of 
Action” (The inside Story of POAU.) 
Truth Series No. 11—“The Big Ques- 
tion” Religion and the Presidency 
“The Churches’ Stake in the Public 
Schools” 
“New Day in Church and State” 
“Facing a Common Peril” 
by C. Stanley Lowell 

“Religion and Values in Public Educa- 
tion” 

by C. Emanuel Carlson 

Also Tried and True Items— 

“Let’s Think It Through” 
“The Growing Struggle for Religious 
Liberty” by Glenn L. Archer 
Please send me the items listed. | en- 
close 25 cents. 
Name 
Address eee. 
a at Pe, 


POAU, 1633 Messedhesstie Ave., N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 
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Giveaway Backfires 
In Pittsburgh 


A well-greased giveaway of public 
land to a church in Brookline, a sub- 
urb of Pittsburgh, went badly awry, 
according to the Pittsburgh Press of 
Aug. 13. A 10-acre plot belonging to 
the Pittsburgh Board of Public Edu- 
cation was slated for quiet sale, with- 
out public bidding, to the Roman 
Catholic Church for a parochial 
school. 

Acting Solicitor William Niles as- 
sured Judge Henry X. O’Brien that 
expert appraisers had declared $1000 
an acre was an excellent price—“a 
better price than could be obtained 
at a public sale.” 


Makes Bid 


As all heads were nodding in agree- 
ment, a bystander, Morris F. Unger, 
got up and said he would give $15,- 
000 then and there for the land and 
that if there were other bids he was 
prepared to go much higher. He said 
that he would put homes on the prop- 
erty and that this would bring in tax 
revenue to the city which the paro- 
chial school would not. 


Homer S. Green, city director of 
lands and buildings who had a reso- 
lution all nicely drawn approving the 
sale, was thrown into confusion. He 
said that expert appraisers F. L. Can- 
tanzaro and A. C. Voghley, had said 
the property wasn’t worth any more 
than $1000 an acre. “I’m at a loss 
to understand Mr. Unger’s interest 
in the property,” he said. 


Nobody seemed to know quite what 
to do. Action was postponed. 


+ 


Law 
(Continued from page 4) 


Display of religious medals, sta- 
tues of saints, or other objects which 
hang from the rear view mirror, or ob- 
struct the windshield or windows of 
automobiles has been prohibited in 
the District of Columbia by action of 
the Commissioners. 

* * * 

In Weston, Conn., the Superior 
Court has been asked to rule on the 
validity of a bequest to the town 
which is to provide a Bible for each 
public school pupil. The bequest for 
$41,000 was subject to the condition 
that no Roman Catholics be employed 
as teachers in the schools. 

: a * 

Eight Jehovah’s Witnesses of Flint, 
Mich., will go to trial there on charges 
of illegal solicitation. They had con- 
ducted a door-to-door canvass asking 
people to join their faith. 





Free Advertising 
For Catholic College 


Next year’s Illinois auto tags “will 
honor Quincy College,” a Roman Cath- 
olic Franciscan school, according to an 
announcement by Secretary of State 
Carpentier noted in the Chicago press. 

If the plan goes through, motorists 
in the “land of Lincoln” will be forced 
to pay taxes for the privilege of adver- 
tising a sectarian institution on their 


Cars. 

[Sidelight: For years the official lim- 
ousine of the Catholic archbishop of 
Chicago has displayed Illinois license 
number one. ] 
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Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Detroit Parochial Head 
Would ‘‘Accept’’ Tax Aid 


The Roman Catholic Church would 
“accept” limited Federal aid for its 
sectarian schools, said Fr. Vincent J. 
Horkan, superintendent of parochial 
schools for the archdiocese of Detroit, 
in a recent statement to a Detroit 
News interviewer. 

In words which tugged the heart- 
strings Fr. Horkan said, referring to 
the increasing costs of parochial edu- 
cation: 

“We are confronted with a critical 
problem. But we are not despairing. 
We invite help, but we are not pres- 
suring for it.” 

The underlying cause, he said, is 
the unfairness of the U. S. Consti- 
tution. ‘“‘The Constitution recognizes 
the right of every parent to educate 
his youngsters in the schools of their 
faith, then penalizes them for exer- 
cising the right by depriving them of 
benefits given others.” 

Overseer of 167,000 students, Fr. 
Horkan blamed present problems on 
the rising cost of school construction 
and the fact that the ranks of low- 
paid teaching nuns have not kept pace 
with parochial school expansion. 

This was a polite indication of 
something which many have come to 
believe—that Catholic education 
probably does not cost much more 
than it ever did, but in its zeal to 
“make America Catholic” the Roman 
Church has over-extended itself by 
building more schools than it can sup- 
port. Now it wants the taxpayers to 
pick up the tab, just as it did in Eng- 
land. Fr. Horkan announced that he 
would accept the fringe benefits of 
bus transportation and lunch pro- 
grams, if and when offered. 

He said he believed that a tax ex- 
emption of $150 for every child in 
a parochial school would be “fair.” 

Having planted the idea of tax aid 
for Catholic schools in the mind of a 
city whose many unemployed might 
find parochial tuition too high this 
year, Horkan watered the seed with 
a few more tears for his plight, utter- 
ing a massive understatement: 

“Certainly we are not throwing in 
the sponge.” 





BETTER EQUIPPED 


POAU will be better equipped to 
handle the many calls for its assistance 
after its membership becomes $5 a 
year on January 1. 

Until then, memberships may be ex- 
tended or begun at the present rate 
of $3 a year. 
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